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“%5 Geography

Reshaping
the Land

Modern dams are some of the largest
structures ever built, and they have a big effect
on the land around them. Dams help control floods
and offer a steady supply of water to cities and towns.
Dams also create lakes and provide electricity,

Mot all the changes are positive, though. Dams stop
the natural flow of a river. A dam affects fish, plants, and
animals by changing the sources of food in the river's o L
ecosystem.

Is'hyitﬂouver Dam is one of the largest dams in the | Flectriclty

United States. It is Incated on the border between Nevada The force of water

Bl rushing through the

and Arizona and blocks the Colorado River. BRI o tes electricity. -

Outflow Pipes

During extreme floods,
water is diverted around

the dam through pipes
in the rock walls.

Before the Dam

The Colorade River flowed freely through Black Canyon
before the Hoover Dam was built.
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Power Lines o
Electricity from the rr
dam gave energy |
I8y to the new cities
¥ of the Southwest, .t
© which could not have | ¥ &
F grawn without it. .
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1. EXPLORE IT Describe what you would
see if you were in one of the cars driving
acnss the dam.

1. WRITE ABOUT IT planners chose the
location of the Hoover Dam carefully,

Describe why you think Black Canyon was
the right spat for the dam.
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Transcontinental
Travel, 1869

Travel Time

Method of Travel

Ship Six months

Railroad and wagon Five months

Transcontinental railroad Eight days &a
! : q
E 3

Transcontinental Railroad This railroad linked
California to places east of the Mississippi River.
@I Reading Charts About how many weeks
longer did it take to travel from coast to coast by
ship than by the first transcontinental railroad?

Major U.S. Railroads, 1869
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The St. Lawrence Seaway

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Graphics
© ANALYZING DATA Where do ships have 1o make the greatest
waler-level adjustment?

@ DRAWING CONCLUSIONS Why was it important to build the
5L Lawrence Seaway?
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Ships using the St. Lawrence Seaway move through
a series of canal locks that raise or lower the water
level. This allows the vessels to navigate bodies of
water that are at different levels above the sea.
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